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1. Definition of a political party and two major functions of political parties
[bookmark: _Hlk89210323]A political party is a group of people who organize themselves to gain and exercise political power. The origin of political parties can be traced back to the United States and Europe in the early 19th Century. They have continued to evolve to the way they are from then. The word “party” applies to both a revolution and a democratic election. One of the major functions of political parties is to nominate candidates to contest for elective posts for public offices. Another major function is a representation of groups of interests. They represent the affairs of all constituents, whether democrats or Republicans (McFarland, 2018). 
2. Definition of interest groups and two major functions of interest groups
Interest groups can be defined as groups of people, who might be formally or loosely organized, whose function is to prevent or encourage public policy changes without intentions of seeking elective posts but for their benefit. They are sometimes referred to as advocacy groups or special interests groups. One of the functions of interest groups is to represent the opinions and needs of the corporate interests, individuals, and the public before the government. Secondly, they organize movements that a group of citizens undertakes to influence a particular need (McFarland, 2018). 
3. The major difference between interest groups and political parties
Despite that the interest groups and political parties comprise of people with similar ideas and views, the main difference between them is that political parties are more interested in many issues and they aim to gain power through elections while the interest groups represent narrower matters and do not seek to gain political powers through elections (McFarland, 2018). 
4. The 3 most influential interest groups in America
National Association of Realtors
Council of Foreign Relations
American Association of Retired Persons (AARP)
5. What is the largest interest group in America?
The American Association of Retired Persons
6. How many members does it (the largest interest group in America) have?
37 million members
7. An example of a single-issue interest group
The National Rifle Association
8. The two major political parties in America
Democratic Party
Republican Party
9. What do Communist Parties stand for (i.e., what are their beliefs and goals) and what countries are they located in? Explain this in 1 paragraph.
The communist parties focus more on people rather than profit. The Communist Party seek to speak against the exploitation of 99% of people by the few corrupt class of CEOs and bankers. They go the extra mile of seeking political revolution. They aim to replace capitalism with socialism. Countries that adopt the Communism Parties include China, Cuba, North Korea, Laos, Vietnam, Argentina, Bangladesh, Belarus, Nepal, Palestine, Serbia, South Africa, among others (McFarland, 2018). 
10. Who is the current President of the United States and what political party does he represent?
President Joe Biden (Freidel, 2021)
Democratic Party
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